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USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GE 
CINCUSAREUR HEIDELBERG GE 

UNCLAS STUTTGART 1437 

USCINCEUR AND CINCUSAREUR FOR POLADS 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, GW 

SUBJECT: THE FILBINGER AFFAIR 

REF: STUTTGART 1401 

1 . SUMMARY. PRELIMINARY REPORTS INDICATE THAT SPAETH WAS 
SUCCESSFUL IN MAINTAINING SUPPORT AMONG CDU LEADERS FOR FILBINGER 
AT SINDELFINGEN ON JULY 27. IT WOULD ALSO APPEAR, HOWEVER, THAT 
THE FILBINGER AFFAIR IS NOT YET PUT TO REST. END SUMMARY. 

2. CDU DISTRICT (KREIS) LEADERS WHO MET NIGHT OF JULY 27 AT 
SINDELFINGEN REPORTEDLY RALLIED BEHIND LINE OF LOTHAR SPAETH, 

BADEN- WUERTTEMBERG INTERIOR MINISTER AND CDU DEPUTY LAND CHAIRMAN. 
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THAT FILBINGER CAN BE CRITICIZED FOR RECENT TACTICS AND 
DEPORTMENT BUT SHOULD BE SUPPORTED GIVEN HIS LONG RECORD OF 
PUBLIC SERVICE. THIS LINE APPARENTLY WAS ACCEPTED AFTER 
PROTRACTED AND INTENSE DISCUSSION. SPAETH NEVERTHELESS WAS 
ABLE TO INFORM THE PRESS AND RADIO MID-WAY THROUGH THE PRO- 
CEEDINGS THAT NONE OF THE PARTICIPANTS HAD AS YET ASKED FOR 
FILBINGER'S RESIGNATION. 
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3. SPAETH VISITED FILBINGER JULY 26 IN HIS VACATION SPOT IN 
SWITZERLAND AND CONSEQUENTLY COULD SPEAK MORE PERSUASIVELY JULY 
27 IN REPORTING FILBINGER'S CURRENT DISPOSITION, THAT FILBINGER 

NOW ADMITS THAT HIS RECENT TACTICS AND DEPORTMENT MAY HAVE 
BEEN IN ERROR, BUT THAT HE HAS NO INTENTION OF RESIGNING. 

4. THE SINDELFINGEN SESSION OCCURRED IN THE MIDST OF CONTINUED 
COMMENT FROM OUTSIDE BADEN- WUERTTEMBERG OF THE POSSIBLE IMPACT 
HE MIGHT HAVE ON CDU/CSU FORTUNES ELSEWHERE. THE VIEW OF CSU 
CHAIRMAN FRANZ JOSEF STRAUSS, THAT FILBINGER SHOULD BE LEFT 
ALONE TO MAKE HIS OWN DECISION, WAS REITERATED DURING AN 
INTERVIEW WITH THE BERLINER MORGEN POST. BUT SHORTLY THEREAFTER 
FRITZ ZIMMERMANN, CHAIRMAN OF THE CSU STATE DELEGATIONS IN THE 
BUNDESTAG, WAS MORE POINTED. HE DECLARED BEFORE THE PRESS 

CLUB IN MUNICH ON JULY 25 THAT HE COULD NOT EXCLUDE THE 
POSSIBILITY THAT FILBINGER WOULD HURT THE CDU/CSU IN THE 
OCTOBER ELECTIONS IN HESSE AND BAVARIA AND THAT IT WOULD BE 
BEST THEREFORE THAT HE RESIGN IN ORDER TO LIMIT FURTHER DAMAGE. 

5. STUTTGART’S LORD MAYOR ROMMEL, JUST RETURNED FROM A VISIT TO 
THE SISTER CITY OF ST. LOUIS, ALSO DEFENDED FILBINGER IN 
ADVANCE OF THE SINDELFINGEN MEETING. HE COMMENTED PUBLICLY 
THAT HE DID NOT FIND IT GOOD THAT PARTY FRIENDS IN OTHER LAENDER 
CONTINUED TO SAY THAT FILBINGER SHOULD "DRAW CONCLUSIONS" AND 
ACT ACCORDINGLY. THE PARTY MUST PRESERVE A CERTAIN DEGREE OF 
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SOLIDARITY. ROMMEL SAID THAT FILBINGER SHOULD NOT RESIGN NOW, 
WHICH IS NOT TO SAY THAT HE SHOULD RESIGN LATER. FILBINGER WOULD 
CONVENE THE LANDES VORSTAND (STATE COMMITTEE) OF THE CDU AFTER 
HE RETURNED FROM VACATION NEXT WEEK AND THEN, SAID ROMMEL, 

"WE WILL SEE WHAT WILL HAPPEN." 

SCHMELZER 
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